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Aliyah to the Torah   ~   Numbers 35:9-12 NKJV      Joshua 20:1-3 HCSB     Romans 8:1-8 CJB

Mattot  ~  Num. 30:1-32:42     Josh. 22:7-9; Jer. 1:1-2:3     Matt. 5:33-37; Heb. 10:26-31
Mattot is our forty-second reading from the Torah. This portion discusses the laws of vows, tells the story of Israel's war 
with Midian, and relates the story of how some tribe's came to inherit the land east of the Jordan River. Except in biblical 
calendar leap years, Mattot is read together with Torah portion Massei, on the same Sabbath.

Massei ~ Num. 33:1-36:13     Josh. 20:1-6; Jer. 2:4-28     Rom 8:1-8; James 4:1-12
Massei is the forty-third reading from the Torah and the last reading from the book of Numbers. It is the end of the 
continuous narrative of the Torah that began in Genesis with the creation of the universe. The narrative does not resume 
until the end of Deuteronomy, when Moses dies.

This final reading in Numbers settles several last-minute details. In it we find a list of the encampments from Egypt to the 
plains of Moab. We also find instructions for dividing the land and the borders of the land. While explaining the land and 
its borders, Moses introduces the laws of the cities of refuge and more inheritance laws. 

Highlights from Numbers (Bamidbar)
Num. 2 ~ Organization of the Israelite Camps
Num. 6 ~ The Nazirite Vow & The Priestly Blessing
Num. 8 ~ The Menorah
Num. 11 ~ Complaints about food & The Lord provides meat
Num. 12 ~ Miriam gets leprosy (tzara'at)
Num. 13-14 ~ The 12 Spies, refusal to enter the Land, and their punishment 
Num. 15 ~ One Law (Torah) for everyone & The command of the tassels (tzitzit)
Num. 16 ~ Korach lead a rebellion & the Lord judgement on the rebels
Num. 17 ~ Aaron’s staff buds 
Num. 19 ~ The Red Heifer
Num. 20 ~ Miriam’s death, water from the rock, and Aaron’s death
Num. 22 ~ Balaam and his talking donkey
Num. 25 ~ Israel worships Baal & the story of Phinehas
Num. 28-29 ~ The Feasts of the Lord
Num. 30 ~ The Law concerning vows
Num. 33 ~ Israel’s journey reviewed
Num. 34 ~ Boundaries of the Promised Land
Num. 35 ~ Cities of refuge 

Boundaries of the Promised Land ~ Numbers 34:1-15 
Note that these boundaries are much smaller than the ones given to Abraham in Gen. 15:18-21. The land promised to 
Israel for their everlasting inheritance was chosen by God, promised to Abraham and his descendants through Isaac and 
Jacob (Gen. 12:7; 17:8; 21:12; 26:3; 35:12). Israel was given a land for the purpose of keeping Torah and manifesting 
the image of the Lord. 

Today, in our own time, we sit exactly where Moses and Israel was, at the end of Numbers. Biblical prophecy is being 
fulfilled all around us and soon we will see the return of Yeshua to set up the Kingdom of God here on earth.
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Cities of refuge ~ Num. 35:9-18; Joshua 20:1-3
The cities of refuge is a picture of our safety in God and His son Yeshua.
Deut. 33:27 ~ “The eternal God is your refuge, And underneath are the everlasting arms; He will thrust out the enemy 
from before you, And will say, ‘Destroy!’ NKJV
Ruth 2:12 ~ “The Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come for refuge.” NKJV
2 Sam. 22:2-3 ~ “The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; The God of my strength, in whom I will trust;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence.” NKJV
Psalm 46:1 ~ “God is our refuge and strength, a helper who is always found in times of trouble.” HCSB

The avenger of blood (redeemer) ~ Num. 35:19-24
Yeshua has already redeemed us from our sins and when He comes again, He will come as the our avenger.
Deuteronomy 32:35 ~ God says “Vengeance and payback are mine”. CJB
Genesis 12:3 ~ God says to Abraham, “I will curse anyone who curses you”. CJB
Isaiah 35:4 ~ “God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God” NKJV
Psalm 9:12 ~ “When He avenges blood, He remembers them; He does not forget the cry of the humble.” NKJV
Romans 8:1 ~ “there is no longer any condemnation awaiting those who are in union with the Messiah Yeshua.’ CJB

The High Priest ~ Num. 35:25-28
Yeshua is our High Priest that died for us so that we can be free.
In verse 25, the Hebrew word for “anointed” is Mashach (Messiah).
Heb. 3:1; 4:14; 9:11 all show that Yeshua is our High Priest
Luke 4:18 says that Yeshua was sent to “to proclaim freedom for the imprisoned” CJB.

Heb. 6:18-20 ~ 18 So God has given both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable because it is 
impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the 
hope that lies before us. 19 This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into 
God’s inner sanctuary. 20 Yeshua has already gone in there for us. He has become our eternal High Priest in the order of 
Melchizedek.  NLT

In Closing
We can see Yeshua pictured in all of these, our refuge, our High Priest and our blood avenger.

This is the end of the book of Bamidbar (Numbers) 

Chazak! Chazak! V’Nitchazek!
Be strong, be strong and may we be strengthened!
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