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Our Jewish Wedding - The Coming of the Bridegroom 

There are many parallels between the second coming of the Lord and the ancient Jewish wedding. In the ancient Jewish 
wedding, the father of the groom was to be the judge of when the groom was to return for his bride.  

Matt. 24:36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” NKJV 

When the wedding chamber (chuppah) was finally ready, the groom would then assemble his friends to accompany him on 
the exciting trip to claim his bride. The custom was for the groom to surprise the bride by coming at midnight. 

I Thess. 5:2 “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.” NKJV 

Revelation 16:15 "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk  
naked and they see his shame."  NKJV 

Matthew 25:1-13 gives us a perfect example of how we are to be prepared for the return of Yeshua. Here we read the 
story of the ten virgins that was watching for the bridegroom (Yeshua) to come get His bride (believers). Five of the 
virgins was prepared because they had oil for their lamps. The other five virgins was not prepared for the bridegroom 
(Yeshua) because they did not have oil for their lamps. 

The groom would not just run into the house without first giving the bride a warning. Someone that was with the groom 
would shout. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.” NKJV 

The bridal party would then left the bride up into a box and carry her off to meet her groom in the bridal chamber.  
1 Thessalonians 4:17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds  
to meet the Lord in the air.” NKJV  

This is the rapture (catching up) of the church to meet our bridegroom (Yeshua) in the clouds. There are many examples 
of the rapture in the Old Testament such as Genesis 5:24 where it says “Enoch walked with God, and then he 
disappeared because God took him away." NET 

Another picture is in Genesis 6:17-8:19 where God saved His people from the coming wrath (flood) by lifting them up 
into the sky (heavens) while the unrighteous remained on the earth. Noah and his family was safe in the boat (chamber) 
while God’s wrath was being poured out, then they returned to the earth once the wrath was past. 

Another picture is in Genesis 19 where the Lord removes the righteous (Lot and his family) from Sodom and Gomorrah 
before pouring out His wrath upon the cites. But the Lord could not pour out His wrath until the righteous was removed. 

Another picture of the rapture in the Old Testament is in Exodus 19:18-20 where the children of Israel was in the 
wilderness at the foot of Mt Sinai. Then the Lord came down upon the mountain and Moses to come up to be with Him. 

When the wedding party reached the house of the groom’s father, the bride and groom would go into the bridal chamber 
prepared for them by the groom. In the bridal chamber (chuppah) they would have the wedding ceremony, which would 
last seven days. After the Rapture, we will be with our husband, the Lord, in the bridal chamber (chuppah) that He has 
prepared for us in His Father’s house. We will then have our Jewish wedding in heaven, which will last seven years. 

But one the the most clear pictures in the Old Testament of believers in our bridal chamber while God is pouring out His 
wrath upon the earth can be found in Isaiah 26:20-21.  

Yeshua said in Revelation 3:10 “Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the 

hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” NKJV 

1 Thess. 5:9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” KJV 

 


