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Torah Portion #43: Masei (מסעי) “Journeys of” 

Torah ~ Num. 33:1-36:13  ︱ Haftarah ~ Josh. 20:1-6; Jer. 2:4-28 ︱ Brit Chadashah ~ Matt. 11:28-30; Rom. 8:1-8; Jam. 4:1-12  
 

Masei is last reading from the book of Numbers. It is the end of the continuous narrative of the Torah that began in 
Genesis with the creation of the universe. The narrative does not resume until the end of Deuteronomy, when Moses dies. 
In this Portion we find instructions for dividing the land that God gave the Israelites (Num. 34:1-15). While explaining the 
land and its borders, Moses introduces the laws for the cities of refuge.  

 
Refuge in Yeshua 

God commanded Moses that once they had entered the land to establish six cities of refuge for anyone seeking to be saved 
from the blood avenger (Num. 35:9-34, Deut. 4:41-43, & Deut. 19:1-13). These cities of refuge portray how Yeshua 
saves us and shelters us from the enemy. 

Joshua, whose name means salvation (Yeshua), sets up these cities in Joshua 20:1-9. Even the names of the six cities 
point to what we have in Yeshua: Kadesh (sanctuary), Shechem (shoulder), Hebron (fellowship), Bezer (fortress), Ramoth 
(exaltation), Golan (joy). 

Proverbs 18:10 "the LORD’s name is a strong tower: the righteous run to him, and are safe." MWEB 

Psalms 9:9 "The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, A refuge in times of trouble." NKJV 

Psalms 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” MWEB 

Psalms 91:2 "I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust." MWEB 

Proverbs 14:26 "In the fear of the LORD is a secure fortress, and he will be a refuge for his children." MWEB 

Deuteronomy 33:27 “The eternal God is thy refuge, and under his arms thou art forever: he shall cast out the 
enemy before thee, and will say, Destroy them.” GNV 

2 Samuel 22:3 “God is my rock in whom I take refuge; my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and 
my refuge. My savior, you save me from violence..” MWEB 
 
This Salvation was for Everyone 
The cities of refuge was for everyone, Jew and non-Jew, who was seeking salvation. 

Joshua 20:9 "These were the appointed cities for all the children of Israel, and for the alien who lives among 
them, that whoever kills any person unintentionally might flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood, until he stands trial before the congregation." MWEB  

Messiah Yeshua is available to everyone, Jew and non-Jew, who is seeking salvation. 

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.” MWEB 
 
Freedom through Death 
Num. 35:25-28 tells us that the person seeking refuge was free from the persecution of the enemy once the High Priest 
had died. Verse 25 has a direct reference to Yeshua in the word “anointed”, which in Hebrew is “Mashach” (Messiah).  

Yeshua is our High Priest that died for us so that we can be free from the persecution of the enemy (Heb. 4:14 & 9:11).  

In Luke 4:18, Yeshua said that He was sent “to proclaim freedom for the imprisoned” CJB. 

Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Messiah Yeshua” MWEB 
 
In Closing 
None of us are perfect, we have all sinned. We all need to run to Yeshua, He is our refuge, He will save us.  

Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God" MWEB 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” NKJV 
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Torah ~ Numbers 35:9-12  NKJV 
9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan,  
11 then you shall appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person 

accidentally may flee there.  
12 They shall be cities of refuge for you from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he stands 

before the congregation in judgment. 
 

 
Haftarah ~ Joshua 20:1-3  HCSB 
1 Then the Lord spoke to Joshua,  
2 “Tell the Israelites: Select your cities of refuge, as I instructed you through Moses,  
3 so that a person who kills someone unintentionally or accidentally may flee there. These will be your 

refuge from the avenger of blood 
 

 
Brit Chadashah ~ Matthew 11:28-30  NKJV 
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  
29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
 
 
 

 


