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Torah Portion #41: Pinchas (פנחס) “Phinehas” 

Torah ~ Numbers 25:10-30:1 ︱ Haftarah ~ 1 Kings 18:46-19:21 ︱ Brit Chadashah ~ John 14:25-28;  Romans 11:2-32 
 

 

The Prince of Peace ~ Num. 25:7-18 

by Mark S. Smith 

Around the world many are studying this portion of Scripture and no doubt the number of interpretations are too many 

to count or care about, but today, I have rendered unto the L-rd this message that I believe will bring you hope and 

perfect peace in the future. “Shalom shalom” In a nutshell, this Torah portion is about obedience to Mashiach, Christ  

the anointed One. 

 

In overview of this portion there is Pinchas receiving the covenant of peace; a warrior census; a land inheritance; the 

mantle of leadership, and the land will give its produce-the offerings for the L-rd reiterated. You can see there are many 

subjects to discuss in this portion, but the one that I’d like to focus on right now is Pinchas, a type of prince of peace. 

 

Exodus 6:23 “Aharon married Elisheva daughter of Amminadav and sister of Nachshon, and she bore him Nadav, 

Avihu, El’azar and Itamar.” - CJB  (Amminadav is listed in the genealogy of Judah). 

 

Exodus 6:25 “El’azar the son of Aharon married one of the daughters of Puti’el and she bore him Pinchas…” - CJB 

 

Exodus 28:1 “You are to summon your brother Aharon and his sons to come from among the people of Isra’el to 

you, so that they can serve me as cohanim (priests) – Aharon and his sons Nadav, Avihu, El’azar and Itamar.” - CJB 

 

Only Aaron’s immediate sons were anointed for the priesthood. Pinchas was not ordained since he was born before 

Eliezer was anointed. 

 

Let’s recount the L-rd’s blessing of Israel by Balaam, then Israel’s acts of harlotry, and Pinchas’ heroic act given at  

the end of last Shabbat’s portion, BALAK. 

 

Numbers 24:1-9   In this passage we read, “Ma Tovu”.  Let’s get a better sense of this by singing it together. 

 

It is clearly apparent that Yehovah’s blessing was over the nation of Israel, yet even with the awesome proclamations 

made, sin crept back into the camp and spread like a plague amid Israel, and so soon after the blessing.  I believe this 

plague was venereal disease, which had no cure. 

 

Numbers 25:1-8; ֳקָבָתּה “kovah", ֻּקָּבה "kubah”  14-19; 9  

 

Numbers 25:10-13 (slide) 
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Finally, we get to the crux of the matter – The Broken Vav in the word “Shalom” and being zealously zealous. (slide) 

 

1 Kings 19:14 “So he said, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have 

forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword.  I alone am left.  And they 

seek to take my life.’”   ַקּנֹא ִקֵּנאִתי 
 

John 2:17 “His talmidim later recalled that the Tanakh says, ‘Zeal for Your House will devour me.’”- CJB 

 

Psalm 69:10 “Because zeal for your house is eating me up, and on me are falling the insults of those insulting you.” -CJB 

 

Romans 15:3 “For even the Messiah did not please himself; rather, as the Tanakh says, ‘The insults of those insulting 

you fell on me’” - CJB  

 

Pinchas’ other deeds include slaying Balaam, leading Israel to war against Reuven, Gad, and Manasseh (Joshua 22), 

and leading Israel to war against the tribe of Benjamin.  (Judges 19-21) 

 

Food for Thought – Do we trust the wisdom of YHVH our Elohim through the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) to give 

us the right words at the right time to speak?  Do we cherish the wisdom of YHVH our Elohim above human wisdom 

and reasoning?  Have we sought His wisdom in His Words? 

 

John 13:1 “It was just before the festival of Pesach, and Yeshua knew that the time had come for him to pass from  

this world to the Father.  Having loved his own people in the world, he loved them to the end.” - CJB 

 

1 John 4:15 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he is in God.” 

 

1 John 5:11-12 “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the 

Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 

Revelation 1:5-6 “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings  

of the earth.  To him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests  

to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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Torah ~ Numbers 25:10-12  NKJV 
10 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  
11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the 

children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did not 
consume the children of Israel in My zeal.  

12 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace 
 

 
Haftarah ~ 1 Kings 19:9-10  NLT 
9 There he came to a cave, where he spent the night. But the Lord said to him, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 
10 Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the Lord God Almighty. But the people of Israel have 

broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of your prophets. 
I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too 

 
 
Brit Chadashah ~ John 14:25-27  NKJV 
25 “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.  
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.  
27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
 

 


