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Torah Portion #13: Shemot (שמות) “Names"  

Torah ~ Exo. 1:1-6:1︱Prophets ~ Isa. 27:6-28:13 & 29:22-23︱New Covenant ~ Acts 7:17-35; 1 Cor. 14:18-25 

 
Our Father’s Name 

Genesis 2:4 is the first place in scripture that we find God’s Name, Yud - Hay - Vav - Hay (יהוה) or YHVH. His Name 
can be found 6,828 times in the Old Testament. In Exodus 3:13-14, Moses ask God the same question that we ask today 
“What is Your Name.” But the “exact” pronunciation of God’s Name is unknown to us today.  

Before the time of Yeshua, the Jewish people stopped pronouncing the Name of God because of the commandment in 
Exodus 20:7 where it says “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” NASB. Therefore the Name 
of God was only spoken once a year on Yom Kippur by the High Priest in the Holy of Holies. This is why we use titles 
such as Adonai, Lord, or Master to address God instead of trying to pronounce His Name. Even the word “God” itself is 
His title, not His Name.  
 
Two points to remember about the Hebrew Language 
(1.) In Hebraic thought, a name is not merely a random combination of sounds. A name conveys the nature and essence of 

the thing named. It represents the history and reputation of the person being named.  

(2.) Biblical Hebrew was written only in consonants (vowel markers was added later). Adding vowel markers to the 
consonants makes a difference in pronunciation and meaning of the name. 

 
The two most possible pronunciations of God’s Name 

-- Yehovah -- If we add the vowels "e-o-a" to the consonants (YHVH), we receive the name ְיהָֹוה (YeHoVaH). In this 
format, the "e" stands for the future tense, the "o" for the present tense, and the "a" refers to the past tense. That gives 
meaning to the name YeHoVaH as "who is, who was and who is to come" (Revelation 1:4) or "yesterday, today and 
forever" (Hebrews 13:8). In other words, the Eternal God. 

Other Biblical Hebrew names with the same consonants as the Name of God (יהוה), such as Yehoshua (Joshua) and 
Yehoshaphat (Jehoshaphat), have the same vowels (e-o-a) and the same number of syllables (3). Therefore, according to 
the pattern of other Biblical Hebrew names, “YeHoVaH” is more than likely the correct pronunciation.  

The Kings James Version Bible has the Anglican way of pronouncing Yehovah (Jehovah) seven times in scripture. 
(Genesis 22:14, Exodus 6:3, Exodus 17:15, Judges 6:24, Psalm 83:18, Isaiah 12:2 and Isaiah 26:4). 

-- Yahweh -- The vowel pattern (a-e) does not match other Hebrew names, nor does the number of syllables (2), therefore 
there is no clear meaning to the name. So it is unlikely that YaHWeH is the correct pronunciation of the Name of God. 
 
Our Messiah’s Name 
The name Yeshua is a shortened form of Yehoshua (Joshua), which is a shortened form of YeHoVaH Yoshiah – "The 
Lord saves". In other words, the name YeHoVaH is found INSIDE the name Yeshua. So every time we say the 
Messiah’s name, Yeshua, we are saying “YeHoVaH is my saviour”. 

Matthew 1:21b “and you shall call His name Yeshua, for He will save His people from their sins.”  TLV 
 
How does The New Testament use God’s Name 
God’s Name (YHVH) does not appear in any Greek manuscript found of the New Testament. Instead of God’s Name, 
the Jewish people during New Testament times referred to God as Lord, “Kurios.” Also, the Name of God is not in any 
of the 36,000+ quotations of the Scriptures made by the early church fathers before the 4th century. 

Most often, when Yeshua referred to God He called Him “Father.” Yeshua taught us how to pray in Matthew 6:9 by 
saying “Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” NASB  

Romans 8:15b “but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  NASB 

Galatians 4:6b “God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ESV 
 
 


